Docket No:006450.P004 
TAV/cad 



Patent 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows. 

For the Examiner's convenience, a list of all claims is included below. 



1-6 (Canceled) 

7. (Currently amended) Apparatus for formation of a composite video image, 
the apparatus comprising: 

a shadow control module that receives a foreground video image signal and 
generates a shadow key that identifies at least one selected pixel for which 
foregroimd shadowing is activated; 

a shadow generation module that receives the foregroimd image signal and 
the shadow key and generates and issues a foreground shadow signal FGSh, in 
which each selected pixel appears in a shadow format; and 

a shadowing module that receives the foreground shadow signal and a 
background video image signal BG and generates a modified background image 
signal, in which a foreground shadow is impressed on each selected pixel of the 
background image , wherein said shadowing module forms a sum signal p PGSh + 
(1- p') BG, as said modified background image signal where p and P' are real 
numbers Iving in a range TO J], selected so as to limit either an intensity of the 
foreground shadow or an intensity of the background image. 

8. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein said shadowing 
modul e forms a sum signal p FGSh 4- (1 p') EG, as said modifi e d background 
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imag e signal, wh e r e (3 and are r e al numb e rs lying in a rang e [0.1] p is less than 
thereby limiting the intensity of the background image . 



9. (Currently amended) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein said s e l e ct e d 
numb e rs p and P' ar e chos e n to b e e qual p is greater than p' thereby limiting the 
intensity of the foreground shadow . 



10-19 (Canceled) 

20. (Currently amended) A method for formation of a composite video image, 
the method comprising: 

receiving a foreground video image signal and generating a shadow key that 
identifies at least one selected pixel for which foreground shadowing is activated; 

receiving the foreground image signal and the shadow key and generating 
and issuing a foreground shadow signal, FGSh, in which each selected pixel 
appears in a shadow format; and 

receiving the foreground shadow signal and a background video image 
signal and generating a modified background image signal, MBG, in which a 
foreground shadow is impressed on each selected pixel of the background image by 
forming a sum signal, p FGSh + (1- p') BG. as a modified background image 
signal where p and p' are real numbers lying in a range [0,1]. selected so as to limit 
either an intensity of the foregroimd shadow or an intensity of the background 
image. 
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2 1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim 20, wherein said process of 
g e n e rating said modifi e d background imag e signal comprises forming a sum signal 
P FGSh + (1 p') BG, wh e re p and p' ar e sel e ct e d r e al numbers lying in a rang e 
fOr^ B is less than B' thereby limiting the intensity of the background image . 



22. (Currently amended) The method of claim 21, furth e r comprising choosing 
said s e l e ct e d numb e rs B and p; to b e e qual wherein p is greater than p' thereby 
limiting the intensity of the foreground shadow signal . 



23-30 (Canceled) 



3 1 . (Currently amended) An article of manufacture comprising: 

a computer usable medium having computer readable code means embodied 
therein for producing a composite video image including portions of at least one 
foreground image and of at least one background image; 

computer readable program code means for receiving a foreground video 
image signal FG and generates a shadow key that identifies at least one selected 
pixel for which foreground shadowing is activated; 

computer readable program code means for receiving the foreground image 
signal and the shadow key and generating and issues a foreground shadow signal 
FGSh, in which each selected pixel appears in a shadow format; and 

computer readable program code means for receiving the foreground 
shadow signal and a background video image signal BG and generating a modified 
background image signal, in which a foreground shadow is impressed on each 
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selected pixel of the background image by forming a sum signal p FGSh + (1- 
B') BG as said modified background image signal where p and are selected real 
numbers lying in a range [0:11, selected so as to limit either an intensity of the 
foreground shadow or an intensity of the background image . 

32. (Currently amended) The article of claim 3 1 , further comprising comput e r 
r e adabl e program cod e m e ans for forming a sum signal p FGSh + (1 p') BG as said 
modifi e d background imag e signal, wh e r e p and p' ar e s e l e ct e d r e al numb e rs lying 
in a range [0,1] p is less than p' thereby limiting the intensity of the background 
image signal . 
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